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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the impact of ownership and editorial policy on the professional competence of journalists
working in newsrooms. The article employed the media survey method and was applied to an available sample of 90
practicing journalists from Jordanian television channels. The findings revealed a significant influence of ownership on
journalists’ professional performance, particularly evident in the tendency of state-owned television channels to align with
official viewpoints in their news coverage. The results indicated that the type of ownership (public/private) affects the
methods of selecting and framing news stories, and that full independence and freedom in media practice are often lacking.
Furthermore, the study found a clear impact of editorial policy on journalists’ competence, as editorial interventions—
through deletion, addition, or modification—directly affect the news treatment. Editorial policies were also found to restrict
journalists’ freedom in selecting topics and events, and to foster a culture of self-censorship among journalists. The study
concluded with a set of recommendations, including the need to establish regulatory frameworks that ensure editorial
independence within television newsrooms, conduct regular reviews of editorial policies to align them with evolving
professional and media standards, and prevent their transformation into restrictive tools that hinder journalistic creativity.
Additionally, it emphasized the importance of fostering a professional and ethical work environment that enables journalists
to access information sources freely and equitably.

Keywords: Ownership, Editorial policy, Journalists, Newsrooms, Television channels, Media, Gatekeeper, Professional
performance, Professional practice.
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